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Greetings! 

 

I hope this finds you well and excited for new 

opportunities to serve in your Rotary clubs 

throughout our district.  In March, of this year, I 

will celebrate my fifteenth year as a Rotarian.  

This is a title I wear proudly.  Is the most 

important value in Rotary the service projects, 

wells, schools, peace and conflict resolution, 

health, community development, eradication of 

polio and other diseases?  To me, having met fellow club members from all parts of 

the world, I think I have realized the 4 Way Test, 24 words, our club recites every 

meeting are the epitome of what Rotary means to me.  Over the next few months, I 

would like to explore those questions and how they guide our meetings, our 

membership, and our projects to make Rotarians some of the most trustworthy 

people I have ever met.   

 

Is it the truth? 

 

Truth = The quality or state of being true. synonyms: veracity, truthfulness, verity, 

sincerity, candor, honesty, what actually happened, the case, fact, verity, certainty, 

certitude. 

 

How do we recognize the truth?  One of the easiest ways to recognize the truth is to 

go to the source.  With social media so prevalent in our lives today, the truth is 

usually what we are reading at a particular time.  Forget fact checking, Facebook 

facts have to be true if they have over 1,000 likes, right?  Stories go “viral” now and 

are believed without any proof of the truth and with no evidence of checking the 

source.  If one can make others believe what they write, say, or record, that is their 

own personal truth.  The source of the truth is integrity and honesty and seeing 

issues from both sides.  Speak the 

truth; incorporate it into your life and 

it will become easier for you to 

recognize.   

 

How do we incorporate the truth into 

our own lives?  Refine your beliefs.  

Become conscious of what thoughts 

are in your mind and clarify them.  

Measure what you hear with a  

  

A Note From District Governor Tony Williams 
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Important Dates 
 
February 18, 2017 
District Team Training Seminar 
(DTTS) 
Scheel's 
Springfield, IL 
 
March 3-5, 2017 
Midwest Presidents Elect Training 
Seminar (PETS) 
Westin Chicago Northwest 
Itasca, IL 
 
April 7-9, 2017 
Rotary Youth Leadership Awards 
(RYLA) 
Lake Williamson Conference Center 
Carlinville, IL 
 
April 29, 2017 
District Assembly 
Illinois Central College 
East Peoria, IL 
 
June 10-14, 2017 
Rotary International Convention 
Atlanta, GA 
 

Newsletter Editor, Dave Knieriem, dave@dkofficeconsulting..com  January 2017   
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DG - Continued 
 

 
balanced, certainty that speaks to your soul, and yet, causes no harm to others.  Do not limit your thoughts and beliefs but 

evaluate honestly and critically our own thoughts and deeds against what resonates within you.   

 

How do we experience truth?  Learn to pay attention to those around you and feel the truth in them.  Allow yourself to examine 

your own life for integrity and in those with whom you associate.  We are told not to judge others, but it is important to judge 

whether those around us are truthful and to walk away from those who are not.  Truth will promote goodwill.  Truth will bring 

a satisfaction to the lives we live.  As we begin to experience truth more and more, the lies will leave and the truth will be left 

to fine tune the intuitive part of our lives.  A truthful man once told His disciples, “Know the truth, and the truth will set you 

free.”   

My hope for you is an experience with truth that will set you free from worrying about whether you should or should not join 

in fellowship and service with other Rotarians.  Incorporate truth into you lives by asking yourself what acts of integrity can 

your club do to promote this very important cornerstone of our test for our members.  Recognize the potential of your club 

when all members are committed to the sincerity of service and promoting the areas of service locally and internationally.   

I can’t emphasize enough how important it is for you to do what you can to attend the International Convention this summer in 

Atlanta.  The experience will bless your soul to experience the integrity of other Rotarians from all over the world who share 

your ideals and feel like family from the first moment.  If you are not registered, do it today.  And if you are already registered, 

experience the truth in all of your brothers and sisters from all over by talking to them, sharing with them, eating with them, 

and laughing with them.  Celebrate Rotary this year in Atlanta with my wife and I, and I promise you will have the time of 

your life that will stay with you forever.   

I truly want to tell you just how much I appreciate all of you who are able to put aside differences and come together with one 

purpose – Rotary Serving Humanity.  As one voice, we can speak into our own communities, but combined voices shout truth 

to all the world.  We serve humanity by truth.  In volatile times, do not lose hope, truth will always prevail. 

 

We are “This Close”. 

 

District 6460 Governor Tony Williams 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOIN LEADERS ● EXCHANGE IDEAS ● TAKE ACTION 
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This is a new section we are inaugurating this month for the newsletter.  We have been receiving LOTS of news stories 

from our clubs throughout the District for programs, events, and projects that they are PROUD of.  We will start 

sharing ALL of these to all of you in the district.  Please send ANY newsworthy event that you are proud of (and you 

SHOULD BE) that your clubs are doing, and please share these items with all of us in the District.  I would LOVE to fill 

the newsletter with all the GREAT things that all of you do every single day in your communities and in the world. 

 

THANKS 

 

DAVE 

Dave Knieriem, Past District Governor 2014-15 

District Newsletter Editor 

 

 

 

 

Tom McIntire, Director, Rotary Club of Peoria 
 

The Rotary Club of Peoria celebrated the start of 2017 with a $17,080 donation to 

Rotary International’s Polio Plus campaign.    In late 2016, former club President 

William “Robbie” Robertson vowed that he would shave his head if the club would 

raise $14,000 for the Polio Plus program.   Two other members, Steve Driscoll and 

Tom McIntyre, both former club secretaries, jumped at a chance to do the same 

thing.   By year’s end, Peoria Rotarians topped the $14,000 goal by over $3,000!  

 

So, before the club’s January 20th 

meeting, club members got to see 

Robertson, Driscoll and McIntyre get 

their heads shaved straight razor 

clean by two barbers.   Members 

gleefully documented the shearing 

on their cell phones, and the event 

was carried live on the club’s 

Facebook page.   

 

The guest speaker, Peoria Symphony Orchestra conductor George Stelluto, referred 

to the trio as ‘the newest members of the Paul Hairless Society”. 

 

And, because of the Polio Plus fundraiser, 10 new Paul Harris pins were handed out to Rotary members and friends.   Seen here 

are Gene Swager, Sharon Amdall and husband John, Cathy Butler, Steve Driscoll and wife Gina, Steve Hope, Joe Kelly, Pat 

Lewis, Tom McIntyre and Roberta Parks.  Not pictured: Kathryn Connor. 

 

 
  

CLUB NEWS AND EVENTS 

Peoria Club Has VERY Successful Polio Plus Campaign 
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Mike Fuoss, Rotary Club of Morton 

 

At the January 12
th

 meeting, the Rotary Club of Morton honored students of the month from: 

Morton Jr High - Abby Hagan 

Morton HS - Emily Holcombe 

 

The keynote speaker was Morton High School Boys’ Varsity Basketball coach Jarrett Brown, concerning the annual 

event “Gameball Run”, raising funds for Children’s Hospital of Illinois.  Our club donated $1,000 to their cause. 

 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Mac McGee, President Elect, Rotary Club of Aledo 

 

Aledo Rotary 1-12-17 program:  Rotarian Ralph Gilmore introduced our Guest speaker, Josh 

Gailbreath of Huffman's Farm and Home.  Josh talked to us about the different items the store has 

available and about the owners / company history.  

 

Huffman's Farm and Home has 3 stores located at Aledo, IL - Fort Madison, IA - West Burlington, 

IA personnel by joining with the Jacksonville Rotary Club to successfully apply for a $2,000 grant 

from Rotary District 6460. The Jacksonville Rotary Club also provided matching funds totaling 

$2,000 in support of the project. 

Morton Club Honors Students 

Aledo Club News – Exciting Programs 
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Rotary Program – February 1, 2017:  Club President Dave introduced our program, his son Bill Duncan.  Here is 

a synopsis of the program: 

 

He discussed a Beck's hybrids customer trip to Playa del Carmen, Mexico, about 30 miles south of Cancun on the 

Yucatan Peninsula.  They took a day trip from the resort to tour the Mayan Ruins of the city of Chichen Itza. 

 

A few of the highlights from this trip included the Sports, Arts, Archaeological achievements and their study of 

Astrology, as it related to agriculture and their perfect calendar. 

 

1) Imagine the work it took to create this sports facility. The played a game of putting a ball through this ring 

that was attached to the wall about 20 feet from the ground. Note The losing team leader was beheaded after 

the game. They say it was a great honor! 

 

2) The 2 Cenotes, or as I would say the 2 sink holes. One an important source of water, the other was used 

for ceremoniously offering of human sacrifices.  It was interesting to note that our bus ride was about 120 

miles long; we never crossed a river or stream. The ground is limestone rock. All the water percolating 

through into underground rivers to the sea. So the Cenotes were important for a building site. 

 

3) The Castle, 30 meters tall and 55 meters wide at the base. The dimension represent the 365 days of the 

solar year. The two doors you see at the top are perfectly aligned to send light down the center of the 

staircase in the shape of a snake on the exact day of the spring and fall equinox. The spring equinox marked 

the planting season for their corn. Of which was very important to them to maximize the rainy season. 

 

The Mayans studied mathematics and also used Hieroglyphics, similar to the Egyptians.  The Mayan culture 

disappeared and this city was abandoned around 1250 A.D. They don't know why exactly, it’s speculated it was 

because of a civil war between the working and ruling classes. 
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Gregg Ratliff, Club President, Rotary Club of Pekin 

 

Pekin Rotary recently presented a check to Schramm School.   The 

money was raised through Rotary’s Good News program and as part of 

a fundraising effort with Schramm School.  Some of the money raised 

this year will help Schramm with the purchase of a Wheelchair Bicycle 

for the benefit of the students.  The rest will be used for the school’s 

Greenhouse Project. 

Pictured at right are Gregg Ratliff, Pekin Rotary President (left), and 

Tim Kennedy with Schramm School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Pekin Club Presents Check to Schramm School 
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Youth 6460 Youth Exchange News  

   
     #28  January 2017 

   Galesburg Ski Weekend  

\  

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Galesburg Rotary Clubs sponsor the annual 

Ski Weekend at Snow Star.  First time skiing 

for several of the students. 

For more information:      

Barb Malany, Chair.  barbmalany@yahoo.com 

Wes Wagner, Inbound Chair:  wes.wagner49@gmail.com 

Pete Caruso, Outbound Chair:    mpc@galesburg.net 

mailto:wes.wagner49@gmail.com
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Lorie Palmer, District 6460 RYLA Registration Chair 

 

Spring is coming soon, and so is the Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) weekend at Beautiful Lake 

Williamson in Carlinville, IL on April 7, 8 and 9, 2017.  The weekend begins on Friday, April 7th at 5 PM and ends 

promptly on Sunday, April 9th at 11 AM.  RYLA is Rotary's training program for young leaders, emphasizing 

leadership, citizenship and personal growth.  These skills are reinforced with games, competitions and team-building 

activities to make this an enjoyable as well as enriching weekend for the participants. 

 

The Bradley Rotaract Club and District 6460 Rotarian volunteers will provide everything to make this a successful 

weekend, with one exception.  They need your club to sponsor outstanding high school sophomores from your area 

high school(s) to attend this event.  The goal is to have two or more sophomores from each high school in District 

6460 attend the RYLA weekend.  Your club members can nominate students that they know, or you may contact 

your high school's guidance counselors to recommend students for the event.  Future Interact Club leaders will 

benefit greatly from this program.  It is not essential that the high school has an Interact club.  In fact, sending a 

student to RYLA is a great first step to getting an Interact club started at your high school. 

 

An application form, club instruction sheet, and promotional piece are on the District Website, 

www.rotarydistrict6460.org.  Early registration applications must be received by Friday, March 17, 2017 complete 

with the early registration fee of $225.  Late Registration fee is $250. 

 

We are excited about our “home” at Beautiful Lake Williamson in Carlinville.  The outdoor and indoor activities are 

endless!  For further information on the RYLA weekend, please contact District 6460 RYLA 2017 Chair, Paul 

Kluge (contact information below).  For registration questions, please contact RYLA Registration Chair Lori Palmer 

at 618-259-7522 or at lori@eastaltonvillage.org. 

 

We have a fantastic RYLA weekend planned and look forward to your club sponsoring future leaders. 

Sincerely, 

 

Paul Kluge 

District 6460 RYLA Chair 

217-473-0363 

klugec68@yahoo.com 

 

 

Editor’s Note:  Additional Information on Registration and Forms are on the District Website (http://www.rotarydistrict6460.org).  

RLYA 2017 Flyer on the Next Page of Newsletter 

 

 
  

Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) Weekend Approaching 

http://www.rotarydistrict6460.org/
mailto:lori@eastaltonvillage.org
http://www.rotarydistrict6460.org/
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Membership and Foundation Reports Rotary Year 2016-17 

January 2017 (Rotary Year 2016-17) 

District 6460 
 

   Membership   Foundation 

  Report through January 2017 (YTD) 
(RI Data – 2/2/2017) 

  Report through January 2017 (YTD) 
(TRF Data – 2/2/2017) 

Rotary Club of: 7/1/2016 1/31/2017 
Gain/ 
Loss  

Giving 
Goal 

Annual 
Fund Sent 

Other 
Giving 
Sent 

Endow-
ment 
Sent 

Total 
Foundation 

Giving 

Abingdon 14 13 -1   $0  $0  $200  $0  $200  

Aledo 5 7 2   $125  $0  $0  $0  $0  

Alton-Godfrey 88 86 -2   $2,000  $2,845  $0  $0  $2,845  

Bethalto 22 21 -1   $0  $0  $0  $0  $0  

Bushnell 22 22 0   $1,000  $525  $2,000  $0  $2,525  

Cambridge 22 22 0   $0  $0  $0  $0  $0  

Canton 26 27 1   $0  $0  $0  $0  $0  

Carlinville 41 43 2   $4,000  $1,677  $50  $250  $1,977  

Chillicothe 7 7 0   $0  $0  $0  $0  $0  

Collinsville, Maryville, Caseyville 22 19 -3   $0  $1,000  $0  $0  $1,000  

East Alton 30 31 1   $0  $50  $0  $0  $50  

East Peoria 28 25 -3   $750  $1,045  $470  $0  $1,515  

Edwardsville 129 134 5   $5,000  $300  $2,700  $0  $3,000  

Farmington 33 30 -3   $0  $0  $0  $0  $0  

Galesburg 80 76 -4   $0  $1,563  $0  $2,100  $3,663  

Galesburg Sunrise 38 43 5   $0  $2,087  $0  $0  $2,087  

Galva 28 27 -1   $0  $0  $0  $0  $0  

Granite City 31 30 -1   $0  $719  $0  $0  $719  

Havana 26 25 -1   $0  $0  $0  $0  $0  

Highland 75 72 -3   $0  $695  $100  $0  $795  

Jacksonville 115 120 5   $13,000  $8,122  $1,623  $0  $9,744  

Jacksonville Sunrise 8 9 1   $0  $2,400  $135  $0  $2,535  

Jerseyville 36 37 1   $500  $170  $2,100  $0  $2,270  

Kewanee 43 44 1   $0  $0  $0  $0  $0  

Land of Goshen 48 43 -5   $0  $227  $0  $0  $227  

Macomb 64 65 1   $6,000  $4,168  $300  $100  $4,568  

Macomb Centennial Morning 57 60 3   $6,000  $2,075  $5,300  $0  $7,375  

Manito-Forest City 21 21 0   $0  $27  $27  $0  $53  

Mason City 15 13 -2   $1,500  $779  $37  $0  $816  

Menard County 18 13 -5   $0  $0  $0  $0  $0  

Metro East Community 15 17 2   $1,000  $150  $1,100  $0  $1,250  

Midtown Springfield 25 27 2   $2,200  $100  $0  $0  $100  

Monmouth 59 59 0   $10,000  $2,050  $0  $0  $2,050  

Morton 104 108 4   $7,500  $5,493  $300  $0  $5,793  

Pekin 47 49 2   $250  $100  $0  $0  $100  

Peoria 168 167 -1   $0  $2,750  $15,180  $0  $17,930  

Peoria North 169 159 -10   $35,000  $13,177  $2,596  $0  $15,773  

Peoria Sunrise 11 8 -3   $0  $375  $0  $0  $375  

Pittsfield 56 59 3   $3,675  $4,174  $119  $0  $4,293  

Quincy 98 107 9   $5,000  $2,846  $427  $26  $3,298  

Quincy East 18 18 0   $0  $0  $0  $0  $0  

Riverbend (The) 35 33 -2   $0  $310  $50  $0  $360  

Rushville 24 23 -1   $0  $0  $1,000  $0  $1,000  

Silver Creek 12 18 6   $0  $1,000  $260  $0  $1,260  

Springfield 70 64 -6   $20,000  $8,822  $3,125  $0  $11,947  

Springfield South 34 34 0   $3,800  $2,450  $663  $0  $3,113  

Springfield Sunrise 33 30 -3   $7,000  $2,790  $625  $0  $3,415  

Springfield Westside 18 19 1   $1,000  $1,000  $300  $0  $1,300  

Washington 56 58 2   $2,000  $2,000  $0  $0  $2,000  

Wood River 32 33 1   $0  $0  $0  $0  $0  

District 6460 Contributions to TRF         --- $845  $630  $0  $1,475  

District Totals 2276 2275 -1   $138,300  $80,902  $41,416  $2,476  $124,794  

 


