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Inspiration Diary – April 2, 2019 
  
Happy April to you all! 
   
Yesterday, I succumbed to the spirit of April 
Fool’s Day and announced my candidacy for 
President of the United States on my personal 
Facebook page. I got quite a spirited response 
and had to panic to remind people that it was April Fool’s Day. One of my 
friends told me not to cash the $100,000 check that he had sent me, which I 
knew would never happen, so he apparently was a fooler as well.  I do 
wonder why black helicopters from the Secret Service are hovering over my 
office today, but evidently the local media hasn’t picked up the story. Just to 
set the record straight, as LBJ once said, “I shall not seek, and will not 
accept the nomination of any party for your president.” My elective office 
ends on Jun 30.  
 
I hope all of you voted in your municipal or local elections and I congratulate 
some of you who serve in political roles in your community—we certainly 
need the Four-way Test in our society and in our world.  
 
I’m embarking in the final three months of- what has been- a very busy time 
in my life. It all started about four years ago, when I asked my club to 
nominate me for the 
governor role, and 
then went through 
the interview 
process. For some 
reason, the District 
Nominating 
committee thought 
I’d be a good fit, and 
they offered the role 
to me. I talked it over 
with my wife and 
tried to imagine how 
I’d fit it into my work 
and personal life 
three years later and 
I accepted the 
nomination.  

  

Important Dates 
 

April 
Maternal and Child Health Month 

 
April 12-14, 2019 
Rotary Youth Leadership Awards 
(RYLA) 
Lake Williamson 
Carlinville, Illinois 
 
April 27, 2019 
District Assembly 
Lincoln Land Community College 
Springfield, IL 
 
June 1-5, 2019 
Rotary International Convention 
Hamburg, Germany 
 
June 15, 2019 
Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI) – 
Parts I, II and III 
Richland Community College 
Decatur, Illinois 
 
June 22, 2019 
September 28, 2019 
Rotary Family Day at the Ballpark 
Busch Stadium, St Louis, MO 
 
September 21, 2019 
Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI) – 
Parts I, II and III 
Richland Community College 
Decatur, Illinois 
 

 

District Governor Newsletter for April 

Rotary District 6460 – Rotary Serving Humanity  
P.O. Box 311, Springfield, IL  62705-0311  rotarydistrict6460.org 

March - April 2019 Newsletter Editor, PDG Dave Knieriem 
DaveKnieriemKndave@dkofficeconsulting..com  
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That nomination went before the clubs at a District function and your club presidents voted to accept me. Since 
then the busy part of the job ramped up to a crescendo about a year ago and I rode along with it for the past year, 
sharing my experiences along the way with many of you. It’s been a good ride and I thank all of you for the 
opportunity to serve. But there is still more to do, and so little time.  
 
We got a lot done in March. Presidents-Elect were able to attend President Elect Training Seminar in Itasca the first 
weekend in March, led by our District Governor Elect, Mark Roberts, and Training Committee led by District 
Governor Nominee Designate, District Trainer and Assistant Governor Ryan Byers, District Trainer Elect Allen 
Stare, District Governor Nominee Maura Donnelly, and many more. (The best part for me was that I went on 
vacation that week and skipped my first PETS since 2014). Thanks to all who participated! Thanks also to Neal 
Miller who finished his second year as PETS Conference Chair and PDG Suzanne Ellerbrock who served as co-
chair this year and will be the conference Chair next year; and thanks to PDG David Knieriem who served as 
Registration Chair. Thanks to all the president’s elect who took time out of their lives to attend PETS this year, we 
know that this will help your clubs have a great year next year! 
 
We are blessed to have so many people in our District clubs willing to serve in roles outside of their clubs. I know 
we’re all volunteers and we wouldn’t do it unless it is fun, but we need more like them. If you’re interested in doing a 
little more, just let me know and I can plug you into a role right now.  
 
I really enjoyed attending the recognition in Edwardsville in early March for Jack Butler, a Rotarian in that club, 
whom they surprised to celebrate his 60th anniversary in the club. 60 years is impressive, but to top it all, he had 
PERFECT ATTENDANCE for 60 years. Maura Donnelly, myself and RI Director Greg Yank all got to join the 
festivities. It was an honor to present Jack with a special 60-year perfect attendance pin. Congrats to Jack and your 
club for inspiration I’ll never forget.  
 
This month we have the Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) at Lake Williamson Conference Center in 
Carlinville on April 11-14. We have over 60 Sophomore-aged High Schoolers heading to join in the spirit of 
Leadership training, team building and personal growth. We have a large contingent of Rotaractors – to help with 
the process. Bradley University has provided the corps of leaders for many years, and this year they are joined by 
Rotaractors from John Wood Community College, University of Illinois at Springfield, and Illinois College too! Over 
20 Rotaractors will participate in this year’s RYLA! That’s fantastic! So, this is becoming a way for Rotaractors from 
all over the District to work together, network, and help kids! 
 
Speaking of Rotaract, Barry Rassin (this year’s RI President) and Rotary is emphasizing Rotaract as part of its 
strategic plan going forward. Rotaract has been around now for 50 years. Rotaract in North America has been 
predominately oriented around educational institutions (colleges and universities). It has been a great way for 
young adults to work together and do community service with others in their schools, and it introduces them to 
Rotary. The drawback to this form of Rotaract club is the high amount of turnover of membership and leadership 
within the groups, and the difficulty in placement of Rotaractors into Rotary after they graduate and establish 
themselves into new communities… Also, what do you do if your community doesn’t offer post-secondary 
education options? 
 
All of you want to bring on new young professionals into your clubs. Why not get a group of young community 
members who want to engage with people their own age (ages 18-30), and help them associate as a Rotaract club 
right now? They don’t have to be affiliated with a college. They’re more like a Rotary club (in fact they can become 
a Rotary club or a satellite club of your existing club, if they want to). But they can benefit from more flexible 
meeting requirements, lower dues, more relaxed-less formal, and being around people their own age. (Psst… 
News flash… some younger people prefer to be around people their own age.). Community Based Rotaract clubs 
stick around- they socialize, and they have a stake in the communities they live in. THIS IS WHAT IS HAPPENING 
IN INDIA RIGHT NOW and that’s why India Rotary has become so robust. There is not one community in our 
District that couldn’t have a local Rotaract club right now. Give your 18-30-year old’s a way to help their 
communities.  
 
The Millennial generation is getting maligned by the media for their behaviors just like Baby Boomers did when I 
was a kid. Guess what? There are more Millennials than boomers and there’s already a generation coming behind   
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the Millennials. Generation Z. The Z kids are true Digital Natives, have High Expectations, value face to face 
communication, are practical instead of idealistic, they are entrepreneurial, they are independent, and they are 
GLOBAL. https://influencemagazine.com/practice/eight-characteristics-of-generation-z 
 
We have many clubs in our district that are part of the foundation of Rotary. Some which have been around over or 
nearly 100 years. Some clubs are shrinking, because they are trying to get young people to join their clubs, yet 
when the kids get there- the clubs look stale, pale and male. Let’s do a better job of customer service and give the 
younger people what they want and ways they can truly make a difference in their communities and the world, 
through Rotaract/Rotary.  
 
I hope to see many of you at District Assembly on April 27 in Springfield! See the registration and agenda on the 
District Webpage. We have a great day of training and fellowship with an emphasis on membership. It’s free for all 
concerned.  
 
Happy Springtime! Till next time, so long! Oh, and one more thing… Be the Inspiration! 

 

BRIAN BARSTEAD 

District Governor 

Rotary District 6460 

 

 

 

JOIN LEADERS ● EXCHANGE IDEAS ● TAKE ACTION 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Brian Barstead, District Governor – District 6460, Rotary Club of Springfield Sunrise 
 

As Ernie Banks used to say, it’s a lovely day for a ballgame, LET’s PLAY TWO!  
 
Once again, this year we have two opportunities for fun and Fundraising at Busch Stadium in St Louis this 
year- First is Saturday afternoon, June 22 ( longest day of the year) vs. the Angels ( Albert Pujols returns 
to St Louis for the first time since 2011- come to cheer him for his past contributions or boo him—we don’t 
care). Cubs vs. Cardinals on Saturday evening, September 28 ( might be for the pennant on the last 
weekend of regular season). Order tickets by clicking the link on the District Webpage. (Also … Order 
form is on the next page of the newsletter).  For more information, please email  PDG Rod Buffington at 
rotaryrod@comcast.net. Sell tickets to anyone, especially non-Rotarians! 
 
If we sell out, we’ll go over $500,000 in profits for Literacy in the 16 years we’ve run this successful outing.  
 
Holy Cow! That’s a Winner!  

Rotary Family Day at the Ball Park – 2019  

https://influencemagazine.com/practice/eight-characteristics-of-generation-z
mailto:rotaryrod@comcast.net
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Editor’s note: We thought we would try something new to make reading the Four Way Today more fun. We 
know that your clubs are always doing an event or selling something, and Rotarians like to buy things from 
Rotarians if it does some good.  With that in mind, consider sharing your upcoming event news or 
products you’re selling with other clubs in the District through the District Newsletter. Maybe you’ll get a 
new customer or two, and you’ll also be sharing ideas on thoughtful fundraisers and projects that other 
clubs might want to try.  
 
If you want to advertise an event or product, send your finished ad or story to the District Four Way today 
editor (PDG Dave Knieriem at dave@dkofficeconsulting.com). Keep in mind, the District Governor and the 
District Four Way today editor have the right to review and approve or disapprove any ads, based on size 
or other criteria. If we disapprove of an ad, we’ll send you an explanation.  
 
Please edit prior to sending to minimize the amount of editing for the final newsletter. 
We’ll try this for a while and see how it goes.   
 
With that in mind, here’s an ad from the Rotary Club of Springfield South: 

 

 

 

It’s Springtime and the birds are building their homes for the summer.  For the past couple of years, 
RC of Springfield South has been selling Rotary-logo bird houses, like the ones you see in the 
photos below. There are two sizes Bluebird houses that are bit larger and wren houses that are a 
bit smaller. The houses are handmade by men who live at the Brighter Tomorrow Sober Living 
House – a 501(c)(3) nonprofit that helps men who are coping with addiction. A portion of sales of 
the houses will go to The Rotary Foundation of Rotary International and part will go to the Brighter 
Tomorrow Living House.  
 
The houses are sturdy and come unpainted with the traditional Rotary wheel carved on the side or 
roof. Bluebird houses are $50 and Wren houses are $35. They are only available locally at this 
time.  
 
For more information contact Springfield South Rotarian Bob Fox at bob@btslh.com.  
 

 
  

Something New for the Newsletter – Event/Product Ads 

mailto:dave@dkofficeconsulting.com
mailto:bob@btslh.com
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Ryan Byers, District Trainer/District Governor Nominee Designate, Rotary Club of Jacksonville 
 

 
DATE:  Saturday, April 27, 2019 

LOCATION – Lincoln Land Community College – Springfield  
 

We all love our Rotary, but let's face it: Sometimes, it raises a few questions.  
 
Are you mystified by membership? Flummoxed by the Foundation? Unhinged by Youth Service? 
 
Well, you're in luck, because District 6460 is ready to give you some answers. Best of all, those answers 
will be absolutely FREE! 
 
On Saturday, April 27, 2019, the annual District Assembly will be hosted on the campus of Lincoln Land 
Community College in Springfield, Illinois.  
 
Beginning at 8:30 a.m. and continuing until approximately 3 p.m., experts in Rotary from our District and 
beyond will be presenting a variety of sessions aimed at training new and seasoned leaders in your club 
so that they can make your members' experiences the best that they can be.  
 
At this point, you're probably asking yourself one of those questions, namely: Who should come to this 
Assembly?  
 
You don't have to wait until April 27 for that answer. We're giving it to you now:  
 
Incoming club officers and board members should attend Assembly to learn strategies that will help them 
lead the club throughout the year.  
 
New Rotarians should come to Assembly to learn the basics about the best darn service organization in 
the world at our "Rotary 101" sessions.  
 
Current and incoming club presidents and club foundation chairs should be sure to show up at our 
mandatory grant certification sessions that must be attended in order for a club to receive district or global 
grants for the 2019-2020 Rotary year.  
 
Anybody else who wants to learn about our phenomenal and multi-faceted organization is also welcomed 
to spend the day networking with Rotarians from throughout West Central Illinois.  
 
Again, that's Saturday, April 27 at Lincoln Land Community College in Springfield. Registration is open 
NOW on the District website ( www.rotarydistrict6460.org ).  
 

Rotary District 6460 Assembly: You've got questions?  We've got answers!   

SAVE THE DATE – District Assembly 2019 

http://www.rotarydistrict6460.org/
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Dave Knieriem, PDG, Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI) District Coordinator 
 

Do you want to find out more about Rotary … within your club, within the 
district, and throughout the world?  WHAT is the “bigger picture” of 
Rotary? 
 
We have recently identified the need within our Rotary District to increase 
learning and awareness of Rotary at and beyond the club levels.  To do 
this, we are reenergizing our involvement in a program that already 
exists within our Zone … Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI).  We are 
now partnering with District 6490 (to our immediate east – East-Central 
Illinois) to re-energize the RLI program. 
 
RLI is a general education program, while most Rotary International training programs are "job-specific"; 
that is RI trains Rotarians for specific positions. RLI is not a PETS or any other district training program 
but graduates of RLI bring a greatly enhanced background in Rotary when they later attend job-specific 
programs.  Courses are fun, topical, and interactive…fast-paced and geared to refining leadership 
skills.  The cost for the sessions is $50.  A BARGAIN!  In many cases, the clubs may be able to help pay 
the registration fee. 
 
WHAT IS RLI? 
RLI is a coalition of Rotary districts implementing a leadership development program for "potential" 
leaders of Rotary CLUBS.  While it is an unofficial program of Rotary International, it has substantial 
support of a number of past Rotary International Presidents and current, past and incoming RI Directors. 
 
RLI believes that excellent CLUB leadership (all types of club leaders) is essential to the future of Rotary 
in a complex and fast changing world. Most Rotarians have not been exposed to the great scope of 
Rotary around the world and have not considered what leadership skills are necessary to move Rotary 
forward.  RLI is a mechanism to make that happen! 
 
A good Rotary Club and potential District leader must know the evolution of Rotary, its current status and 
activities in the world and have a vision for what Rotary can be in the future. Therefore, RLI provides a 
three-day non-consecutive basic course in both Rotary knowledge and leadership skills, especially for 
voluntary organizations. In addition to the specific leadership skills sessions, all the RLI sessions have a 
leadership component. 
 
WHAT IS THE MISSION OF RLI? 
The mission of RLI is to have the clubs identify those with the potential for future club leadership and send 
them to RLI courses at club expense. All clubs may send any club Rotarian to RLI courses and any 
Rotarian may attend any course at his/her own initiative. 
 
The overriding goal of the courses for club Rotarians is to create ENTHUSIASM for Rotary by opening up 
to them the world of Rotary outside of their own clubs and also showing them the great potential of Rotary 
service for the benefit of the world that can be furthered with excellent leadership in our clubs. 
 
The session topics of each RLI course (Parts I, II, and III) are presented on page 9 of the newsletter.  

Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI) – It’s “What’s Happening”! 
S  
W 
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HOW DO I SIGN UP OR FIND OUT MORE ABOUT RLI SESSIONS? 
 
Near term:  The next Rotary Leadership Institute Sessions (Parts I, II, and III) will be held at 
Richland Community College in Decatur Illinois on Saturday, June 15, 2019 and on Saturday, 
September 21, 2019.  Cost is $50 (Includes lunch).  
 
Details are on our District Website (http://www.rotarydistrict6460.org) on the District Calendar, and on the 
right side of the webpage under “Upcoming Events”.  You may register from the website SOON (When 
Registration goes “Live”).  If you do not have access to the web or a computer, you may contact me (see 
next paragraph) and I will register you over the phone. 
 
Contact me, PDG Dave Knieriem at 217-899-5526 or dave@dkofficeconsulting.com for additional 
information and for questions about the program. 
 
Long Term:  A complete listing of RLI sessions within our Zones 30-31 is on the Heart of America RLI 
website (http://www.hoa-rli.org)   In addition to that, we expect to begin scheduling RLI sessions within our 
district during next calendar year (2020) in coordination with our RLI partner, District 6490. 
 
We are excited about this opportunity to bring a larger picture of Rotary and leadership to our 
members.  This is for ALL Rotarians interested in “taking it to the next level”! 
 
 
 
 
ADDENDUM:  PDG Dave Knieriem, Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI) Chair, Rotary Club of Mason City 
 

In order to fully update our District RLI records and to ensure everyone gets proper credit for RLI, I ask 
that each district member please let me know as soon as possible (email dave@dkofficeconsulting.com) if  
 

1. If you have attended RLI in the past; 
2. Which Part(s) (I, II, and III) you have attended; 
3. When and where you attended the sessions (If possible). 

 
 

This will allow me to keep track of past participation and attendance at previous sessions.   
 
Thanks for helping me out with this.  
 
RLI is a GREAT opportunity for ALL Rotarians in the District … for YOU, Your Club, Your District, and 
Rotary! 
 

  

http://www.rotarydistrict6460.org/
mailto:dave@dkofficeconsulting.com
http://www.hoa-rli.org/
mailto:dave@dkofficeconsulting.com
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Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI) Curriculum 
Course Sessions 2018-2022 

PART I 
My Leadership in Rotary 
 As a Rotarian, I am, by definition, a leader. Join us as we explore the characteristics of  

leadership, motivational techniques, and leadership styles. How do I best lead? 
My Rotary World  
As a Rotarian, I am part of a worldwide organization of like-minded people. Take some time to truly understand the 

purpose and structure of Rotary. Can these resources help me? 
Ethics and Vocational Service 

I am ethical, recognize and promote ethics in others, and seek opportunities to serve through my vocation. You 
can see that I am a Rotarian. 

Foundation I: Our Foundation 
 I am “doing good” in my local community and around the world. Learn about the basic goals and programs of 

our Foundation. I am a force for good in the world! 
Engaging Members 
 I make my club and Rotary stronger by my active participation. Engaged club members have fun, make 

friends, and effectively serve. This is why I joined Rotary! 
Creating Service Projects 
 I am a vital part of a worldwide service organization of business, professional and community leaders meeting 

needs in communities. I can build, run and promote service. 
 

PART II 
Rotary Opportunities 
 As I further my Rotary journey, I can explore the many opportunities available within Rotary for personal, 

community and professional growth and development. 
Effective Leadership Strategies 
 As I further my club members in their Rotary journey, I will engage in more complex and skillful use of my 

leadership skills and seize opportunities to lead. 
Attracting Members 
 I can lead and promote my club‛s reexamination of its distinctive position in my community and the quality of 

members we attract. I want to work with the best people! 
Club Communication 
 I can serve by leading and promoting effective communications to my club‛s internal and external audiences. 

Refine and practice your skills. 
Team Building 
 I can lead and promote my club‛s collaboration in effective and motivated groups to accomplish our goals of 

service. Harness the real power of Rotary clubs and Rotarians! 
Foundation II: Targeted Service  
 I can lead and promote my club‛s participation in unique, significant and targeted service opportunities through 

our Foundation. Understand the key concepts of Rotary programs! 
 
 

PART III 
Strategic Planning 
 I can strengthen my club by promoting and leading insightful planning and analysis. Looking at my Rotary club, 

how can I help make improvements that will matter? 
Foundation III: International Service 
 As I further my Rotary journey, I can build connections around the world, helping meet needs, solve problems, 

and build peace. 
Public Image & Public Relations 
 I further my Rotary journey, I will identify opportunities to promote the image of my club and Rotary to the 

benefit of my community and world. 
Building A Stronger Club 
 A new (and old) look at business related activities in your club. 
Making a Difference 
 As I further my Rotary journey, I will help assess my own experience and growth through RLI and help improve 

the path for others to follow.  
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Larry Thompson, Past District Governor (2009-10), Rotary Club of Alton-Godfrey 
 

On April 14-18, 2019, I will be representing District 6460 at the tri-annual Council on Legislation (COL). 
This council meets to consider proposed changes to Rotary International constitutional documents which 
include the RI Constitution, RI By-Laws, and the Club Constitution. There are now 117 proposed 
enactments and you can review these proposals at https://my.rotary.org/en/council-legislation-review-
changes-ri-policies. A copy of the current proposals is too large to email (30 MB), but a copy may be 
viewed or downloaded from the link above or from https://my.rotary.org/en/learning-reference/about-
rotary/councils.  
 
Highlights of this set of enactments are:  

1. Rewriting the Object of Rotary to be consistent with recent policy changes and Rotary’s Strategic 
Plan. 

2. Rewriting the RI Constitution and Standard Club Constitution to remove content which is 
superfluous in order to reduce the size and simplify the documents without changing any meaning. 

3. Reorganization of the Council on Legislation to save expenses and to expedite the process for 
considering enactments. It takes about 5 years for a recognized needed change to be approved. 
The reorganization is:  

1. Change the COL representative term of office from 3 years to 4 years. 
2. Pair Districts together where COL representatives will meet and confer on COL issues. 
3. One of the pair will attend a COL session in Chicago which will meet every two years. 

4. Change Rotary International's charity status from a 501(c)(4) organization to a 501(c)(3) 
organization under the United States tax code. 

You may review these proposed enactments and email me (larrylt@charter.net) any concerns you have. I 
will be consulting with COL representative alternate, PDG Steve Hopper and will submit our position on 
these enactments to the leadership of District 6460 prior to voting. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Rotary Council on Legislation 2019 

https://ismyrotaryclub.com/Click/?_uid=800154113&_ctid=1345476&redirect=https://my.rotary.org/en/council-legislation-review-changes-ri-policies
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/Click/?_uid=800154113&_ctid=1345476&redirect=https://my.rotary.org/en/council-legislation-review-changes-ri-policies
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/Click/?_uid=800154113&_ctid=1345476&redirect=https://my.rotary.org/en/learning-reference/about-rotary/councils
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/Click/?_uid=800154113&_ctid=1345476&redirect=https://my.rotary.org/en/learning-reference/about-rotary/councils
mailto:larrylt@charter.net
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We have been receiving numerous of news stories from our clubs throughout the District for 
programs, events, and projects that they are PROUD of.  We will start sharing ALL of these 
remarkable stories to the district membership.  Please send ANY newsworthy event that you are 
proud of (and you SHOULD BE) that your clubs are doing, and please share these items with all of 
us in the District.  I would LOVE to fill the newsletter with all the WONDERFUL things that all of 
you do every single day in your communities and in the world. 
 
I have started adding club stories on the District Website.  However, I am now asking clubs to submit their 
stories via DACdb’s Club eZStories.  I have noticed that many clubs are posting stories in DACdb ezStory 
but are not making it available to the District to publish on the website. To easily make your stories 
available to the District, here is what you need to do: 
 
When Adding your New Club Story, click on the “Share” button as noted in the example below.  Also 
ensure that under the “Show Story In:” that “Websites” checked. 
 

  

Club News and Events – Adding Your Stories to the District 
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Next, in the dialog box that will appear, chose “Copy” the story to the District, and then click “Save”. 

 
If you need additional information and instructions of how to create and save ezStories in DACdb, please 
go to:  http://rotarydistrict6460.org/wp-content/uploads/Forms/Training/CreateStory.pdf 
or view the DACdb video at  https://vimeo.com/278726876 
 
I ask that all clubs develop, submit and upload their own stories to ezStory in DACdb for publication on the 
District Website and the District Newsletter.  If you need assistance with this, or have questions on how to 
do this, please contact me at dave@dkofficeconsulting.com or 217-899-5526.  I will be happy to assist you. 
 
THANKS 
 
DAVE 
Dave Knieriem, Past District Governor 2014-15 
District Newsletter Editor and Webmaster 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

You can share this ezStory with the District list of stories by either making a copy of it, or moving it. Stories that are shared will be in 
District story listing in a *draft* publication state. 

  

Copy this story to the District ezStory list.  
 
This will leave a copy of the story here. Changes made here to this story after sharing it with the District will not be reflected 
in the District copy. 

   

  

Move this story to the District ezStory list.  
 
The ezStory will be moved to the District ezStory list and the ezStory will no longer appear in the club's story listings. 

http://rotarydistrict6460.org/wp-content/uploads/Forms/Training/CreateStory.pdf
https://vimeo.com/278726876
mailto:dave@dkofficeconsulting.com


March – April 2019                                                                                   Be the Inspiration 

ROTARY DISTRICT 6460 4-WAY TODAY  - PAGE 13 

 

 

 

 

News Article and Photos Republished with Permission of the Informancer Edwardsville 
 

EDWARDSVILLE — One of Edwardsville’s most prolific public servants, Jack Butler, has been part of countless service 

projects over the years, but has performed those countless acts a single way — consistently. 

 

On Thursday, the Rotary Club of Edwardsville held its regular weekly meeting at First Christian Church Fellowship Hall in a 

special way, throwing a surprise celebration for Butler in recognition of his 60 years of Rotary membership. 

 

And not just 60 years of membership — 60 years of perfect attendance. 

“I’m sure glad you showed up today,” Rotarian Rich Walker, who helped organize the celebration joked while addressing 

Butler, and the audience, Thursday. 

 

He called Butler “a true Rotarian.” “He’s a great example of how to use your gifts and talent to serve others,” Walker said. 

Walker ran through some points of note in Butler’s life. 

 

He was born in Alton but grew up in Edwardsville. He learned to fly a plane at the age of 12 — was deemed the youngest pilot 

in the country by the Associated Press. Then was fighter pilot in the Korean War. Later in life, he flew children in need of 

medical treatments himself, on his own dime. 

 

On March 10, 1959, Butler officially joined Rotary. His projects within the club are many, and include extensive work raising 

money to built two YMCAs. He still hasn’t missed a meeting. 

 

 “It blows my mind,” said Rotary District 6460 Gov. Brian Barstead, who attended the 

celebration. “I’m 60 years old, and you look better than I do.” 

 

“Jack wouldn’t be here without this club, and this 

club wouldn’t be here without Jack,” he said. 

“We’re all one family.” 

 

Barstead and Rotary District 6460 Gov. Nominee 

Maura Donnelly presented Butler with a 60-year 

perfect attendance pin. Rotary only makes them 

up to 60 years, Barstead noted. In another five 

years, a one-of-a-kind pin will have to be specially made for him. 

 

Edwardsville Mayor Mike Patton described Butler’s accomplishments as “legendary.” 

 

“I hope this group is not only motivated to be great Rotary members, but to take that to their 

business, or take that to other parts of their lives,” Patton said. “When you commit to consistent attendance for this many years 

to the same organization, it really is one for the ages.” 

 

Patton read a signed proclamation naming March 10 “Jack Butler Day” in Edwardsville.  
 

It concludes by saying Butler is an individual “who truly loves Rotary, the community of 

Edwardsville and all of mankind with all of his heart.” 

 

Butler also was surprised Thursday by a special guest. His son, Tom, appeared — announced as 

a special guest to the meeting.  
 

“Oh my gosh!,” Butler exclaimed, seeing him walk into the crowded room, before wrapping 

him in a hug. 

  

Edwardsville Rotarian Jack Butler Honored for 60 Years of Perfect Attendance and Service 
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The meeting concluded with Butler addressing the hushed audience in a soft voice. He spoke little of himself, but instead spoke 

of the merits of Rotary International. 

 

“There are too many words in the dictionary and not enough time to describe my feelings,” he said. “It’s a sensation that I 

never, ever felt possible.” 

 

Butler said that overall, the celebration was about him, but about the organization. 

 

“Rotary is a living, breathing organism,” he said, adding that it’s driven by relationships brought through community service. 

“This event was put together by very important people in my life.”  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor’s Note:  Full Newspaper Article and more photos can be viewed at the The Intellegencer Edwardsville website: 

 

https://www.theintelligencer.com/news/article/Edwardsville-Rotarian-Jack-Butler-honored-for-60-

13672109.php?fbclid=IwAR0BQ8jcdoz5pXDKxPfO4bxp9nW0vVetwihz6LZuCFdGGXY3qqJ2fD4w_KY#photo-

17039010 

 

 

Addendum from District Governor Brian Barstead: 

 
A year ago, I was getting ready to be District Governor and trying to get my head around the 2018-19 
theme “Be the Inspiration “. I was really anxious about having to “Be the Inspiration “ for the local 
clubs. Quickly, I saw that the clubs and their members would inspire me more than my poor abilities 
to add or detract from that. 

Today, we sometimes have to cajole members into attending meetings. The digital age has made it 
easy to avoid direct human connections. 

I actually think that we are lucky to get to attend Rotary meetings- it isn’t an obligation- it’s a perk.  It 
makes me happier. 

Today, I went to visit an awesome club in Edwardsville, IL, and be a participant when they surprised and honored a member- 
Jack Butler- who has attended a Rotary gathering every week for Sixty years consecutively. It was such fun and a privilege I 
will never forget. Thanks to the Edwardsville club, our RI Director Greg Yank, our future District Governor Maura Donnelly 
and to all of you who allowed me to be your Guv this year, for enriching my life with another amazing experience today. 

I was 8 months old when Jack started his Rotary Journey and now I have more white hair than he does. Wow! thanks for the 
Inspiration! 

 

  

https://www.theintelligencer.com/news/article/Edwardsville-Rotarian-Jack-Butler-honored-for-60-13672109.php?fbclid=IwAR0BQ8jcdoz5pXDKxPfO4bxp9nW0vVetwihz6LZuCFdGGXY3qqJ2fD4w_KY#photo-17039010
https://www.theintelligencer.com/news/article/Edwardsville-Rotarian-Jack-Butler-honored-for-60-13672109.php?fbclid=IwAR0BQ8jcdoz5pXDKxPfO4bxp9nW0vVetwihz6LZuCFdGGXY3qqJ2fD4w_KY#photo-17039010
https://www.theintelligencer.com/news/article/Edwardsville-Rotarian-Jack-Butler-honored-for-60-13672109.php?fbclid=IwAR0BQ8jcdoz5pXDKxPfO4bxp9nW0vVetwihz6LZuCFdGGXY3qqJ2fD4w_KY#photo-17039010
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Ashley Schrock, PR Chair, Rotary Club of Peoria North 
 
The members of the Rotary Club of Peoria-North want to “Be the Inspiration” for those in need in the 
Central Illinois community and are proud to announce the winner of their 2019 Community Support Grant. 
This year instead of funding or partially funding smaller grants for 12 local non-profits, the Club decided to 
make a larger, more impactful donation of $10,000 to a single organization. The Club saw many 
deserving applications and chose the South Side Office of Concern as this year’s recipient. 
 
A unique aspect to the grant was the Club looked for a service component to be included where the 
members could physically get involved with the winning organization. With the $10,000 grant the club 
members purchased household essentials for families moving from the streets into their very first home. 
From cookware and appliances to linens and cleaning products the Club of Peoria North wants these 
families to feel welcome and prepared to live in their new homes. 
 
Kelli Evans, the Committee Chair for the grant stated “From having nothing to going to an apartment can 
be quite daunting. There are household essentials that you don’t think about and having to get it all at 
once can be stressful. We hope that our Welcome Home baskets can help with that financial burden and 
give these families a great start to their new lives.” 
 
 
 
 

Ashley Schrock, PR Chair, Rotary Club of Peoria North 
 
 

The Rotary Club of Peoria North is currently accepting applications for the 2019 Ralph H. Kress 
Scholarship. The scholarship, which is funded by the Kress Corporation, is administered by The Rotary 
Club of Peoria-North in memory of Ralph H. Kress, a devoted member of the club from July 17, 1969 until 
his death on June 28, 1995. 
 

Two $2,500 scholarships will be awarded to students from Peoria County to aid in their pursuit of a 
Mechanical Engineering Degree at the school of their choosing. Candidates interested in applying for the 
2018 scholarship, can download the criteria, application and supporting recommendation forms from the 
Peoria-North website and return to the Rotary office no later than March 22, 2018. 
http://www.peorianorthrotary.org/youth 

 

More information about the club can be found on our Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/RotaryPeoriaNorth 

 

 
 

  

Peoria North Announces Recipient of 2019 Community Support Grant 

Peoria North Accepting Applications for 2019 Kress Scholarships 

http://www.peorianorthrotary.org/youth
http://www.facebook.com/RotaryPeoriaNorth
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Jack Davis, Rotary Club of Morton, Honorary Member of the eClub of Innovation 
 

Our club has received a request from and eClub for assistance.  
Would you and your club join with the us and the eClub of 
Innovation in a project?  
 
This is a project that will take very little of your time, you don't 
have to leave home to help out, no monetary contribution and 
no selling things. 
 
Food the World Over will be an e-book sold to raise funds for 
End Polio Now and Roll Out the Barrel*. The recipes will be family favorites donated by Rotarians and 
Friends of Rotary. The challenge is to make this cookbook unique by having at least one donated recipe 
from each of the 200 countries in which there are Rotary Clubs. You can help by emailing a recipe to 
recipes@rotaryeclub.org.uk or from an email link on the Facebook page? If you have any question 
regarding the project, please mail your questions to either of the links. 
 
The ask is simply a recipe from every country with a Rotary Club. 
 
The project committee is a three-person project that can use all of the assistance possible. The biggest 
challenge is attempting to make contact with people in the 200 Rotary countries, or people that have 
these countries in their heritage to ask to donate a recipe to the project. Please spread the word, there 
are still 186 countries to get before they can publish!  
 
Anyone can donate a recipe from one of the countries and will be recognized as the contributor of that 
recipe. Rotarians will be attributed by club and district.  
 
Help from exchange students, DGs and PDGs (since they have met or can contact DGs from these 
countries), Employees of universities with foreign students, friends of friends of Rotarians etc. would be 
sincerely appreciated. 
 
Currently, the US, UK and Canada is more than covered. 
 
There is a Facebook page to make donations by that platform easy. Just search for “Food the World 
Over” for the link. 
 
Here’s how you can help: Send a Recipe. Share the News. Like the Page.  Follow the Facebook page to 
keep up with progress and get some free samples of family favorite recipes.  
 
Also, please consider visiting the eClub of Innovation for a makeup or just out of curiosity. Makeups are 
by meeting attendance. Meetings are held each Wednesday at 7:30 UK ( 1:30 US). Meeting link is on the 
club home page (http://www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/homepage.php?ClubID=2106/ ).  

Morton Rotary Club Partners with eClub in England 

mailto:recipes@rotaryeclub.org.uk
http://www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/homepage.php?ClubID=2106/
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Don Pigg, Rotary Club of Jacksonville Sunrise 
 
Jacksonville Sunrise Rotary Club toured the new Jacksonville , IL water treatment plant today (04-02-19).  Water 
Superintendent Jack Cosner (far right) guided the club through the water treatment process in the state of art facility that 
went online in mid-2018.   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Jacksonville Sunrise Tours New Jacksonville Water Plant 
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The Rotary Club of Pittsfield is now the Rotary Club of Pike County!!! 
 
The club collectively thought changing our name from Pittsfield to Pike County would 
be more encompassing of our area. We have always welcomed new Rotarians no 
matter their address, but now our name represents that. The club also gives 
scholarships to all four schools in the county as well as have grant projects that 
stretch throughout so the name just fits. 
 
Want to find out what we’re all about?? Send us a message to learn more!  
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/164925460180/ 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Pittsfield is Now the Rotary Club of Pike County 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/164925460180/
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Diane Seufert, District Rotaract Chair, Rotary Club of Jacksonville 
 
 

During World Rotaract 
Week, District Governor 
Brian Barstead (pictured 
with club members of the 
Rotaract Club of Illinois 
College) visited the club and 
talked to them about starting 
Community Rotaract Clubs in 
their home communities 
after they graduate college.  
Members of the Jacksonville 
Rotary Club were also 
guests at the meeting.  The 
Illinois College Rotaract club 
provided snacks for their 
guests. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

World Rotaract Week at Illinois College 



March – April 2019                                                                                   Be the Inspiration 

ROTARY DISTRICT 6460 4-WAY TODAY  - PAGE 25 

 

 

 

 
District 6460 Membership/Foundation Report – Rotary Year 2018-19 

 Membership  Foundation 

 Report thru March 2019 (YTD) 
(RI Data –4/2/2019) 

 Report through March 2019 (YTD) 
(TRF Data – 4/2/2019) 

Rotary Club of: 7/1/2018 3/31/2019 
Gain/ 
Loss 

 
Annual 
Fund  
Goal 

Annual 
Fund 
Sent 

Other 
Giving 
Sent 

Endow-
ment 
Sent 

Total 
Foundation 

Giving 

Abingdon 18 18 0   $1,000  $0  $0  $0  $0  
Aledo 5 8 3   $50  $75  $150  $0  $225  
Alton-Godfrey 75 70 -5   $5,000  $6,780  $0  $0  $6,780  
Bethalto 16 14 -2   $200  $0  $0  $0  $0  
Bushnell 19 20 1   $1,000  $2,074  $1,100  $0  $3,174  
Cambridge 21 20 -1   $100  $0  $0  $0  $0  
Canton 24 23 -1   $2,700  $0  $100  $0  $100  
Carlinville 44 40 -4   $4,000  $2,345  $200  $0  $2,545  
Chillicothe    6 7 1   $0  $450  $0  $0  $450  
Collinsville, Maryville, Caseyville 23 26 3   $100  $100  $0  $0  $100  
East Alton 31 34 3   $1,300  $100  $0  $0  $100  
East Peoria 25 26 1   $750  $1,771  $200  $0  $1,971  
Edwardsville 126 121 -5   $4,500  $2,800  $1,550  $0  $4,350  
Farmington 26 25 -1   $1,000  $1,000  $0  $0  $1,000  
Galesburg 78 71 -7   $10,000  $2,380  $25  $519,223  $521,628  
Galesburg Sunrise 39 38 -1   $3,800  $2,895  $0  $0  $2,895  
Galva 26 27 1   $200  $0  $0  $0  $0  
Granite City 22 24 2   $1,000  $378  $0  $0  $378  
Havana 23 22 -1   $1,000  $0  $0  $0  $0  
Highland 67 70 3   $5,500  $4,500  $400  $0  $4,900  
Jacksonville 111 105 -6   $13,000  $10,846  $1,591  $0  $12,437  
Jacksonville Sunrise 11 12 1   $2,500  $2,665  $2,276  $25  $4,966  
Jerseyville 26 25 -1   $650  $1,060  $3,090  $0  $4,150  
Kewanee 46 44 -2   $1,000  $100  $0  $0  $100  
Land of Goshen 37 38 1   $1,000  $1,383  $0  $0  $1,383  
Macomb 65 56 -9   $6,000  $3,900  $150  $0  $4,050  
Macomb Centennial Morning 60 60 0   $0  $4,230  $725  $0  $4,955  
Manito-Forest City 19 17 -2   $100  $0  $200  $0  $200  
Mason City 10 10 0   $500  $1,255  $0  $0  $1,255  
Menard County 14 13 -1   $100  $0  $0  $0  $0  
Metro East Community 19 23 4   $1,000  $75  $1,200  $0  $1,275  
Midtown Springfield 32 29 -3   $1,200  $1,268  $200  $0  $1,468  
Monmouth 56 56 0   $1,000  $2,150  $1,000  $0  $3,150  
Morton 106 110 4   $7,500  $3,595  $0  $0  $3,595  
Pekin 41 40 -1   $1,025  $0  $0  $0  $0  
Peoria 185 179 -6   $0  $18,310  $1,400  $0  $19,710  
Peoria North 155 154 -1   $21,000  $23,444  $2,585  $0  $26,029  
Pike County (Previously Pittsfield) 56 54 -2   $6,000  $4,300  $262  $0  $4,562  
Quincy 104 108 4   $4,000  $2,824  $0  $0  $2,824  
Quincy East (Terminated) -       $0  $100  $250  $0  $350  
Riverbend (The) 30 33 3   $1,000  $255  $300  $0  $555  
Rushville 20 21 1   $1,000  $0  $2,000  $0  $2,000  
Silver Creek 15 15 0   $500  $2,000  $0  $0  $2,000  
Springfield 56 68 12   $20,000  $5,365  $12,950  $0  $18,315  
Springfield South 30 32 2   $5,000  $1,986  $505  $0  $2,491  
Springfield Sunrise 29 28 -1   $6,000  $5,334  $353  $0  $5,687  
Springfield Westside 12 14 2   $1,400  $1,389  $300  $0  $1,689  
Washington 60 57 -3   $2,000  $0  $0  $0  $0  
Wood River 29 27 -2   $1,000  $0  $100  $0  $100  
District 6460 Contributions to TRF         $0  $674  $1,246  $0  $1,920  

District Totals 2148 2132 -16   $148,675  $126,155  $36,408  $519,248  $681,812  

 


