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Inspiration Diary Dec. 7 2018  

 
Hello again West Central Illinois Central 
Illinois Rotarians! 
 
Today is Pearl Harbor Day. I don’t think 
we have too many members left, 
unfortunately, who served during that war, 
but if you have one in your family or your 
memory, we owe them everything.  
 
In talking to Rotarians this time of year, I know that you’re all busy people. 
This is a big time of year for get togethers, fundraising and service projects. 
It’s wonderful seeing how many of you also are helping other local service 
organizations, particularly the Salvation Army, this time of year. I haven’t 
done my bucket duty this year, but I enjoy standing outside in the sleet 
ringing a bell once in a while. It’s very good for the soul (not the soles – your 
feet get cold), and at least this year we’ve had a winter.  
 
Every time I hear the bell at a Salvation Army bucket, I think about the time 
my own father, when he was down on his luck due to issues he had with 
alcohol and bad decisions, was able to find work and shelter at our local 
Salvation Army. My parents had divorced, and I was in a good home with 
my mom and brother, but my Dad needed help and was taken in by those 
good Samaritans.  I hope you give generously to help with that organization 
and others (especially, the Rotary Foundation of Rotary International).  
 
The recent winter weather has created havoc for many central Illinois  
communities dealing with 
the after effects of last 
weekend’s tornado 
outbreak. Just a few miles 
from where I live in 
Rochester-- is the town of 
Taylorville – the county 
seat of Christian County. 
Taylorville was hit very 
hard on December 1 by 
an EF3 Tornado.  
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The town is working hard to get back on its feet and I know it will do so. Locally, some Springfield Rotarians have 
asked how we might help, and I’m going to see if we can work on something. It gets a little tricky, because Christian 
County is technically in our neighboring District, Taylorville used to have a Rotary, but there are no Rotary clubs in 
Christian County currently. I plan to contact my District Governor friend in District 6490, next door, to see if we 
might be able to do something. Perhaps we’ll do some fundraising and donations to help a project down there. I’LL 
KEEP YOU POSTED. 
 
One thing I love about Rotary is that it is open for anyone, regardless of their religion, politics, gender, race, 
education level or profession. This is a time of year where many religions celebrate the season. It’s also a time of 
year when we can enjoy the entertainment of movies and music, mostly with a Christmas theme. Most of the 
popular Holiday Classic movies don’t get into the religious side of the Christmas Story as much as the festive side 
of the story, Ho Ho Ho, Mistletoe, etc.  
 
I’ve been thinking about one of those movies a lot in my travels to the towns in our District this year—Frank Capra’s 
classic, It’s a Wonderful Life. In the movie, Jimmy Stewart portrays George Bailey, a local business man who 
inherits a struggling family business (The Bailey Building and Loan), from his father and is forced to run the 
business while his younger brother becomes a war hero. Over the years, George resents the business and his life, 
and has a crisis where he becomes suicidal and wishes he’d never been born. A guardian angel comes to visit and 
uses that wish to show George what life would’ve been like if he’d gotten that wish. The whole experience shows 
George that he, indeed, made a difference and had, in fact, led a wonderful life.  
 
Some of the small towns in Western Illinois reminded me of Bedford Falls in the movie, and I thought there was a 
metaphor here that I could apply to Rotary. Trying not to plagiarize, I googled it, and indeed found another article 
written by a PDG on the same subject, so I’m not going to take credit for the original idea, but I’m going to spin the 
subject my own way.  
 
In my presentation to the clubs, in most of the talks I’ve discussed the uniqueness of our district, in that we are the 
home area of one of the first four Rotarians, Gus Loehr – a Carlinville resident, who was one of the first four 
Rotarians at the first meeting, but also the first person to leave a Rotary club. I read a little about Mr. Loehr in Paul 
Harris’ book, The Rotarian Age, where not much is said about him. I visited his grave when I visited Carlinville in 
October and one of the local club members told me that legend has it that he was perhaps a surly fellow. Having 
seen Rotary grow quite rapidly during the remainder of his life, it makes me wonder if he might have been angry 
that he hadn’t stayed in the club longer… and that made me sad. So I paid my respects to him.  
 
The message in It’s a Wonderful Life is that no one is a failure who has friends, and that we all make a difference in 
our lives. I thought about Mr. Loehr often, and wondered if he hadn’t been there to say yes to coming to that first 
Rotary meeting, would Rotary have even happened (maybe the other guys would have done other things that day 
in February 1905, and nothing would have come of it)? 
 
Rotary is not mentioned in the movie, but I wonder what might have been if George Bailey had been in the Bedford 
Falls Rotary. I also wonder what Mr. Potter would have been like if he’d been a Rotarian; then again, Naah, that 
would have caused too much fuss.  
 
Tee this topic up for discussion at a future club meeting, ask your members to take out a sheet of paper and write 
answers to the following:  

1. What does your Rotary club provide for your community?  
2. What would your community be like if your Rotary club had never existed?  
3. What would your life be like if you’d not been invited to join your Rotary club?  
4. What would the world have been like if Rotary had never happened? Then have a discussion about it.  

 
Through Rotary, you have helped many millions of people have more wonderful and productive lives—some people 
you’ll never meet.  
 
Rotary has definitely helped me have a more wonderful life. I believe in Clarence the Angel and that no person is a 
failure who has friends, and that very time you hear a bell an angel gets his or her wings.  
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Peace on Earth, Goodwill toward Men ( and women and children). That’s what Rotary is all about, Charlie Brown.  
 
Happy Holidays, and thanks for the gift you’ve given me this year to be your governor.  
 

BRIAN BARSTEAD 

District Governor 

Rotary District 6460 
 
 
 
Brian Barstead, District Governor (2018-19), District 6460, Rotary Club of Springfield Sunrise 
 
A philosophy I learned in Boy Scouts – “Always leave the camp site nicer than when you arrived there.” 
 
That goes for just about every aspect of life. We all want the world to be a little nicer. I suppose that’s why we 
stayed in Rotary- because it gives us a vehicle toward lasting change.  
 
What’s the best gift you can give to Rotary? How about influencing someone to join your club this year? Or, how 
about two people? We all eventually leave our clubs, there’s no getting around that.  
 
As of this week, we have 2,147 Rotarians in the District, compared to 2,163 on June 30. (102 have terminated, 4 
terminated Rotarians have been readmitted, and we’ve had a net increase of 82 new members).  Let’s kick it up a 
little bit. 
 
Each of you, individually, please invite the people you care about to experience Rotary. Let’s work hard to make 
that experience great. It’s like inviting your friends into your home to meet your family. It’s pretty simple. We’re 
going to be providing additional training on Membership Engagement next year,  but it’s not rocket science.  
 
If you know a Rotarian in your club who can’t make your club work out in his or her life, let’s work to get our clubs to 
bend a little, or else help them find another Rotary club that works better, anywhere they belong. Let’s grow Rotary, 
not just our own club.  
 
Try not to rationalize why someone wouldn’t want to belong to Rotary- You Invite, they decide. Give the gift of 
Rotary to your best friend in 2019.  
 
Congratulations to the following clubs who have added at least a net of 3 new members this year ( new members – 
new members who terminated ) so far this year: E Alton, Edwardsville, Galesburg, Highland, Jacksonville, Macomb 
Centennial Morning, Metro East, Peoria, Peoria North, Pittsfield, Quincy, Riverbend, Springfield, Springfield  
Westside. 
 
 
 
Make sure your club has who is your Club’s President Elect with Rotary on its website and the District DACDB 
database  by December 31, so those individuals will be receiving information about upcoming training required for 
the role (President Elect Training Seminar( PETS ) Orientation, Midwest PETS and District Assembly- see dates 
posted on the District Calendar. Hopefully you’re thinking ahead and have nominated someone to serve in two 
years ( A President Nominee). Reminder this year, the District will pay the registration fee for Presidents Nominee 
at Midwest PETS to help defray costs of attendance for the Presidents Nominee training there. We want to 
encourage all of our PE’s and all of our PN’s to attend PETS this year.  
 

BB as in Be the Inspiration (Brian Barstead, District Governor) 

  

Rotary – The Gift That Keeps on Giving! 

The New Year Means New Officers 



November 2018                                                                                        Be the Inspiration 

ROTARY DISTRICT 6460 4-WAY TODAY  - PAGE 4 

 

 

 
Steve Hopper, Past District Governor – 2015-16, Rotary Club of Macomb 

 
While spending a week in Mexico City with 41 other Rotarians involved with Heart 2 Heart (H2H) from our 
Zones 30-31 I had two recurring thoughts. First, I am very grateful for the blessings that we enjoy in the U.S.A. 
and secondly, I am totally impressed with the work being accomplished in Mexico City through Rotary! The 
Heart 2 Heart Program is a cooperative effort between Rotarians primarily in the "Heart of America" (Zones 30 
and 31) and in the "Heart of Mexico" (Districts 4170 and 4140) and The Rotary Foundation to provide 
humanitarian service, primarily through matching grant projects. The program began in 2004 and has grown 
significantly since then. 
 
If you would like, I am willing to present a program to your Club about 
my experiences.   
 
As usual, one of the most touching visits we had was with the kidney 
transplant recipients and donors.  Our own Carlinville Rotary Club is 
the sponsor of a Global Grant that will keep this marvelous project 
going.  When you hear several patients say that they have two 
birthdays, one their actual birthday and the other the day they 
received a new life, it makes a lifelong impression. 
 
Another meaningful visit was to a hospital that serves patients who 
have been abandoned with chronic or terminal illnesses.  The hospital 
accepts patients of all ages and actually cares for them for the rest of 
their lives! A list of their needs is developed. You would not believe the 
condition of one of the ambulances we observed. 
 
Last year we visited a small town named Joquicingo that had lost 25 
homes in a September 2017 earthquake.  This year we revisited this 
community and saw two prototype low cost shelters of which the 
design will be included in an upcoming Global Grant application.   
 
In addition, we visited several schools.  In one school badly-needed 
improvements to the bathrooms were underway. We heard requests for improvements to an auditorium as 
part of a comprehensive, multi-phase plan, improvements to a fifty year-year chemistry lab, and also 
improvements to a “Multiple Assistance Center” serving students with Down’s Syndrome as well as others with 
motor skill and auditory issues. 
 
On the Saturday of our visit, we attended District 4170’s monthly breakfast.  About 250 Rotarians were in 
attendance!  The theme that day was, “Women in Rotary.”  The presentations and musical entertainment were 
outstanding.  Later that day we received an update of all the current projects underway in H2H and also heard 
proposals to consider for future projects. 
 
The ten (10) Global Grant projects of the H2H partners for the 2018-2019 Rotary year exceed $800,000.  
Several non-global grant projects are also underway.  
 
Visit http://www.rizones30-31.org/news/heart-2-heart for further information or contact PDG Steve Hopper 

(retiredhopper@gmail.com)   

Heart 2 Heart Programs Touch One’s Heart 

http://www.rizones30-31.org/news/heart-2-heart
mailto:retiredhopper@gmail.com
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Brian Barstead, District Governor (2018-19), District 6460, Rotary Club of Springfield Sunrise 

 
It is with great pleasure that I wanted to announce that Ryan Byers, of the Jacksonville Rotary Club,  has 
been nominated as the District Governor Nominee Designate-Nominee ( who will serve as District 
Governor for Rotary year 2021-2022) by the District Nominating Committee. This year's nominating 
committee consisted of Past District Governors Dick Robinson and Tony Williams, Past presidents Trent 
West and Barb McTucker, and Assistant Governor Betty Kelly. In accordance with our bylaws, Ryan's 
nomination will have to be voted on at our next gathering of Club Presidents, which will be when the 
Presidents and Presidents-elect attend our  Presidents-Elect Orientation and Presidents Mid-Year 
Summit,  coming up at Scheels in Springfield on January 26, 2019. Registration for that meeting will be 
open sometime next month on the District Web Page. Please Save the Date! 
 
By now, most of you have gotten to know Ryan, if you've been at any District Conference, District 
Assembly or PETS in recent years. Ryan is a graduate of Michigan State College of Law and is an 
attorney with the law firm of Rammelkamp Bradney, P.C. in Jacksonville. Ryan and his wife Amy live in 
Chatham, where she is the director of the local public library. In his legal work, Ryan primarily focuses on 
Civil Litigation and in School Law. In addition to Rotary, Ryan has been active in local community work in 
the Jacksonville Area Chamber of Commerce Young Professionals Network, Jacksonville Main Street 
Promotion Committee, and as a member of the Prairie Council on Aging. 
 
Ryan's hobbies include writing and  musical theater; and he has a passion for Rotary. Ryan has authored 
murder mystery plays which have been performed as an annual fundraiser at Chatham Library.  
 
Ryan joined his Rotary Club in 2008, and has done an abundant amount of work, in a relatively short 
period of time, as a Rotarian. Ryan has served in a number of club roles including Club President of the 
Jacksonville Rotary Club. Ryan is currently serving as Assistant Governor for Area 8 ( Jacksonville, 
Carlinville and Jerseyville clubs) and will continue to serve in that role next year. Ryan has been very 
active in the District, as our District Trainer, Program Committee chair for two District Conferences, 
Emcee for two District Conferences, and District Foundation Grants Chair and trainer. He has 
attended Rotary International Conventions and is a Multiple Paul Harris Fellow. Whenever Ryan has been 
asked to serve, he has done so willingly and has always done a great job. He has helped me immensely 
this year. 
 
Please join me in congratulating Ryan. 
 
I want to thank all of you for your help this year and in anticipation of your work in future years as 
Rotarians, both within your clubs and among other clubs!  I hope to see you all on January 26th! 

 
 

 
 
  

District Nominating Committee Selects Ryan Byers as the District 
Governor Nominee Designate (Rotary Year 2021-22) 
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10 years ago, I was selected to be a Rotary 
Ambassadorial Scholar from Central IL. Without that 
scholarship, I could not have afforded the offer to get 
my Master’s degree in Global Governance and 
Diplomacy from Oxford University. In addition to the 
financial support Rotary provided, the scholarship also 
gave me the unique opportunity to improve my public 
speaking as an "ambassador" to UK Rotary Clubs, and 
to meet a group of fellow Rotary scholars from around 
the world that are still friends to this day. 
 
I now run Alter (www.alter.global), a venture firm that 
backs the best tech companies in emerging markets 
and connects them to Silicon Valley resources. We work 
with the one or two best tech ventures in 8 different 
countries that create jobs for thousands of employees and provide services to millions of people. The 
values we hold as a company are a direct reflection of the values that Rotary instilled in me so many 
years ago. In each country where we operate, it is my great joy to try to visit a local chapter of the Rotary 
club to meet new friends and witness how the values of Rotary can add value in so many contexts and 
cultures around the world.  
 
During my studies at Oxford as a Rotary Scholar I learned from my professor, Joseph Nye, about the 
concept and the importance of American "soft power". Soft power is the ability of a country to attract, 
persuade, or influence others to do what it wants without using force. The values embodied in Rotary are 
the best of our American values - hard work, compassionate capitalism, global obligation and leadership. 
America is still a shining city on a hill and Rotary helps to make it so. Thanks for the work you do as 
Rotarians and for giving me the incredible opportunity to serve you once, and always, as a Rotarian 
Ambassadorial Scholar. 
 
 
Jesse Sullivan 
CEO, Alter 
Phone:  217.971.7047 
LinkedIn Information  
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jsully3/ 
 
 

 

JOIN LEADERS ● EXCHANGE IDEAS ● TAKE ACTION 
 

 

  

Update from Former Ambassadorial Scholar Jesse Sullivan 

http://www.alter.global/
LinkedIn%20Information%20%0bhttps:/www.linkedin.com/in/jsully3/
LinkedIn%20Information%20%0bhttps:/www.linkedin.com/in/jsully3/
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We have been receiving numerous of news stories from our clubs throughout the District for 
programs, events, and projects that they are PROUD of.  We will start sharing ALL of these 
remarkable stories to the district membership.  Please send ANY newsworthy event that you are 
proud of (and you SHOULD BE) that your clubs are doing, and please share these items with all of 
us in the District.  I would LOVE to fill the newsletter with all the WONDERFUL things that all of 
you do every single day in your communities and in the world. 
 
I have started adding club stories on the District Website.  However, I am now asking clubs to submit their 
stories via DACdb’s Club Stories … as discussed at District Assembly.  I have noticed that many clubs are 
posting stories in DACdb ezStory but are not making it available to the District to publish on the website. 
To easily make your stories available to the District, here is what you need to do: 
 
When Adding your New Club Story, click on the “Share” button as noted in the picture below.  Also ensure 
that under the “Show Story In:” that “Websites” checked. 
 

  

Club News and Events – Adding Your Stories to the District 
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Next, in the dialog box that will appear, chose “Copy” the story to the District, and then click “Save”. 

 
If you need additional information and instructions of how to create and save ezStories in DACdb, please 
go to:  http://rotarydistrict6460.org/wp-content/uploads/Forms/Training/CreateStory.pdf 
or view the DACdb video at  https://vimeo.com/278726876 
 
I ask that all clubs develop, submit and upload their own stories to ezStory in DACdb for publication on the 
District Website and the District Newsletter.  If you need assistance with this, or have questions on how to 
do this, please contact me at dave@dkofficeconsulting.com or 217-899-5526.  I will be happy to assist you. 
 
THANKS 
 
DAVE 
Dave Knieriem, Past District Governor 2014-15 
District Newsletter Editor and Webmaster 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

You can share this ezStory with the District list of stories by either making a copy of it, or moving it. Stories that are shared will be in 
District story listing in a *draft* publication state. 

  

Copy this story to the District ezStory list.  
 
This will leave a copy of the story here. Changes made here to this story after sharing it with the District will not be reflected 
in the District copy. 

   

  

Move this story to the District ezStory list.  
 
The ezStory will be moved to the District ezStory list and the ezStory will no longer appear in the club's story listings. 

http://rotarydistrict6460.org/wp-content/uploads/Forms/Training/CreateStory.pdf
https://vimeo.com/278726876
mailto:dave@dkofficeconsulting.com
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Membership and Foundation Reports – Rotary Year 2018-19 
 Membership  Foundation 

 

Report through November 2018 
(YTD) 

(RI Data –12/2/018) 

 Report through November 2018 (YTD) 
(TRF Data – 12/2/2018) 

Rotary Club of:             

7/1/2018 11/30/2018 
Gain/ 
Loss 

 
Annual 
Fund  
Goal 

Annual 
Fund 
Sent 

Other 
Giving 
Sent 

Endow-
ment 
Sent 

Total 
Foundation 

Giving 

Abingdon 18 18 0   $0  $0  $0  $0  $0  

Aledo 5 7 2   $50  $75  $150  $0  $225  

Alton-Godfrey 75 76 1   $0  $6,425  $0  $0  $6,425  

Bethalto 16 16 0   $200  $0  $0  $0  $0  

Bushnell 19 19 0   $0  $1,700  $1,100  $0  $2,800  

Cambridge 21 21 0   $0  $0  $0  $0  $0  

Canton 24 25 1   $0  $0  $100  $0  $100  

Carlinville 44 41 -3   $0  $1,260  $100  $0  $1,360  

Chillicothe    6 7 1   $0  $250  $0  $0  $250  

Collinsville, Maryville, Caseyville 23 23 0   $0  $0  $0  $0  $0  

East Alton 31 34 3   $0  $0  $0  $0  $0  

East Peoria 25 25 0   $100  $587  $200  $0  $787  

Edwardsville 126 124 -2   $0  $1,000  $200  $0  $1,200  

Farmington 26 24 -2   $0  $0  $0  $0  $0  

Galesburg 78 77 -1   $0  $800  $25  $515,223  $516,048  

Galesburg Sunrise 39 39 0   $0  $2,070  $0  $0  $2,070  

Galva 26 27 1   $200  $0  $0  $0  $0  

Granite City 22 23 1   $0  $193  $0  $0  $193  

Havana 23 23 0   $0  $0  $0  $0  $0  

Highland 67 67 0   $0  $1,320  $200  $0  $1,520  

Jacksonville 111 105 -6   $13,000  $5,766  $813  $0  $6,578  

Jacksonville Sunrise 11 12 1   $0  $2,200  $114  $0  $2,314  

Jerseyville 26 25 -1   $650  $0  $0  $0  $0  

Kewanee 46 43 -3   $1,000  $0  $0  $0  $0  

Land of Goshen 37 36 -1   $1,000  $34  $0  $0  $34  

Macomb 65 63 -2   $0  $3,450  $150  $0  $3,600  

Macomb Centennial Morning 60 61 1   $0  $1,575  $125  $0  $1,700  

Manito-Forest City 19 17 -2   $100  $0  $200  $0  $200  

Mason City 10 10 0   $500  $915  $0  $0  $915  

Menard County 14 14 0   $0  $0  $0  $0  $0  

Metro East Community 19 20 1   $1,000  $50  $1,200  $0  $1,250  

Midtown Springfield 32 31 -1   $1,200  $618  $200  $0  $818  

Monmouth 56 56 0   $0  $0  $1,000  $0  $1,000  

Morton 106 107 1   $0  $3,270  $0  $0  $3,270  

Pekin 41 40 -1   $1,025  $0  $0  $0  $0  

Peoria 185 183 -2   $0  $1,200  $850  $0  $2,050  

Peoria North 155 161 6   $21,000  $8,014  $2,275  $0  $10,289  

Pittsfield 56 56 0   $6,000  $3,800  $162  $0  $3,962  

Quincy 104 111 7   $0  $1,075  $0  $0  $1,075  

Quincy East (Terminated) 15 - -  $0  $100  $250  $0  $350  

Riverbend (The) 30 32 2   $1,000  $115  $300  $0  $415  

Rushville 20 20 0   $0  $0  $0  $0  $0  

Silver Creek 15 15 0   $0  $2,000  $0  $0  $2,000  

Springfield 56 56 0   $0  $675  $11,850  $0  $12,525  

Springfield South 30 32 2   $0  $375  $325  $0  $700  

Springfield Sunrise 29 29 0   $0  $4,275  $353  $0  $4,628  

Springfield Westside 12 15 3   $1,400  $1,364  $300  $0  $1,664  

Washington 60 57 -3   $0  $0  $0  $0  $0  

Wood River 29 29 0   $0  $0  $100  $0  $100  

District 6460 Contributions to TRF         $0  $574  $246  $0  $820  

District Totals 2163 2152 -11   $49,425  $57,125  $22,887  $515,223  $595,236  

 


